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On 31 May 2010, Israel stopped a six-ship-flotilla headed for Gaza.  During the raid, nine pe-

ople died and several were wounded.  After the raid, wideheld opinion in the international 

press was that Israel‘s actions „came out of the blue“. 

 

Using our software mergeflow.stream, we analyzed news publicly available before and af-

ter the raid.  From our results, we concluded that 

 

(1) Israel publicly provided information on involvement of Hamas before the flotilla headed 

for Gaza. 

 

(2) Israel publicly laid out a step-by-step plan for stopping the flotilla before the flotilla 

headed for Gaza. 

 

(3) Both these points provide essential context for interpreting (1) the support for the flo-

tilla from  Members of Parliament of the German Linkspartei, and (2) the ban of the 

IHH in June 2010. 

 

(4) In total, we analyzed more than 10,000 documents for this case study.  By using merge-

flow.stream, we could reduce the time required for the analysis from days or weeks 

(for purely manual analysis) to a few hours. 



 

1. Our question 

The response of international mainstream media to the flotilla raid was charac-

terized by outrage.  Media reports suggested that the raid came „out of the blue“. 

 

Our goal was to test this hypothesis.  Specificylly, we tested whether there really 

were no publicly available indications of likely Israeli responses to the flotilla‘s at-

tempt to break the blockade. 

 

Please note that we do not address the question of whether or not the blockade 

itself is in accord with international law. 
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2. Our method and data 

In order to address our question, we used mergeflow.stream, our software for ana-

lyzing news streams. 

 

We set up the following publicly available news feeds in mergeflow.stream: 

 news feeds from Israeli embassy web pages 

 news feeds from the Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center 

 international mainstream media news feeds 

 blogs by German Members of Parliament (at the time of our analysis, about 1/3 

of German Members of Parliament had a blog or news feed) 

 

We analyzed news data from May 2010 until July 2010.  In sum, we analyzed more 

than 10,000 articles. 

 

 



 

3. Our results 

3 

From our analysis, the following main points and event time line emerged: 

27 May 2010 

Israel points out connections between the flotilla 

and Hamas. 

(source shown: botschaftisrael.wordpress.com) 

The Israeli Navy announces step-by-step plan for stopping 

the flotilla. 

(source shown: botschaftisrael.wordpress.com) 

flotilla 

IHH 

Mahmud Tzoalha 

Sahar Albirawi 

Hamas 

Haman Said 

Sheikh Raed Salah 

Islamic Movement in Israel 

Muslim Brotherhood, 

Jordan 
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28 May 2010 

31 May 2010 

12 June 2010 

Nieva Movassat (MdB, Linkspartei) supports 

efforts to „peacefully break […] the blockade“. 

(source shown: www.movassat.de) 

Israel stops the flotilla.  Nine people are killed, and several are injured. 

(sources, not shown: international mainstream media) 

German Federal Minister of the Interior 

bans the IHH. 

(source shown: www.spiegel.de) 



 

4. Our conclusions 
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Our main conclusions were: 

 There were publicly available indications of likely Israeli responses to the flotil-

la‘s attempt to break the blockade. 

 These indications were found in non-obscure sources (e.g. web pages of Israeli 

embassies). 

 The indications provide highly relevant context for a German Member of Parlia-

ment‘s support for the flotilla (given the context, one wonders why the MdB 

supports the attempt to break the blockade), and also for the subsequent ban of 

the IHH (given the context, one can better understand the reasons for the ban). 

 Although relevant context was found in non-obscure news sources, it required 

the analysis of more than 10,000 news articles.  Analyses of such amounts of 

news can be conducted much easier with the support of analysis software: 

instead of requiring days or weeks, our analysis was completed within a few 

hours. 

 



 

5. Contact information 
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mergeflow AG 
Bülowstr. 27 
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