Case study: Yemen country risk

December 2010

(map source: Wikipedia)

In order to assess country risk for Yemen, we used our software mergeflow.stream to mo-
nitor the following risk factors in publicly available news feeds (each factor particularly
with respect to Yemen):

e proliferation and arms trafficking

e infrastructure

e terrorism

e corruption

e Hamas

e pirates

Among others, mergeflow.stream automatically identified the following specific risk topic
threads for Yemen:
o extreme water shortage expected in 2025
e Saracen International builds up a private anti-piracy army in Somalia; this is associated
with suspected arms trafficking through / from Yemen.
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1. Our goals

For our analysis of Yemen country risk, we had the following goals:
e What other countries are most associated with or affected by Yemen country
risk?

e What are specific current risk topic threads associated with Yemen?

2. Our method and data

In order to address our question, we used mergeflow.stream, our software for ana-

lyzing news streams.

We set up news search feeds from a range of publicly available search engines, in-
cluding Google, Bing, Yahoo, and Icerocket. The search feeds covered the following
risk factors:

e proliferation and arms trafficking

e infrastructure

e terrorism

e corruption

e Hamas

e pirates

We analyzed news data from November 2010 until 10 December 2010.
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3. Our results

Other countries

mergeflow.stream can automatically assign news events to countries in which they
take place. The screenshots from mergeflow.stream below show the countries
most associated with or affected by Yemen country risk. The green sparklines besi-
des the tag clouds show news volume over the second week of December. The in-
crease toward the end is due to WikiLeaks-related news. The size of the keywords

reflects news volume (bigger font = more news).
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Specific current risk topic threads

Expected water shortage

In news on Yemeni infrastructure, mergeflow.stream automatically identified
.water" as one relevant topic. The screenshots from mergeflow.stream below show

news on an expected water shortage in Yemen:
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Arms trafficking, private anti-piracy army buildup in Somalia

From news on pirates in Yemen, mergeflow.stream automatically identified ,,private
army in Puntland” as potentially relevant topic (see screenshots below). Note that
the system was not explicitly tuned to look for this topic, just like it was not explicit-
ly tuned to look for , water” as potentially relevant in infrastructure news.
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In order to pursue this further, we added other search feeds to mergeflow.stream,
searching for news related to the Puntland anti-piracy army. The screenshot from
mergeflow.stream below shows initial results from a simple Google Blogsearch feed
that we added. Shown are documents from this feed that mergeflow.stream auto-
matically tagged with ,,Somalia™:

'+puntland +"anti-piracy" - Google Blog Search

AM  anti  anti - piracy  anti - piracy militia  apparently funding  Army in Puntland  assist the government
Brooks capacity in order CIA  caim Cole company comprehensive program  Copyright @ 2010 vBulletin
Department embarked enjoy automatic translations ~ government illegal fishing  marine resources
Mogadishu  Ndesanjo Macha MyWeku news  operations partnership  Photo of Somalia  photo of the week
piracy pirates  Powered by vBulletin™  private  private Army in Puntland  Puntland region  Puntland territorial

Puntland to build  Recent news reports  regain control  rights reserved  Solutions Somalia
Specifically a company  territorial waters ~ Thanks to NLP  times are GMT UM United States  unregulated
vehemently denies  waters

4 documents tagged with the keyword Somalia.

— Somalia ’ s anti - piracy war triggers UN and US concern - Afrik - news . com : Africa news , E
Maghreb news - The african daily newspaper

..The European Union Maval Force , in the meantime , have warned that Somali pirates currently hold 22 ships and 521 crew . Whilst
analysts say the multinational naval force patrolling the East Africa waters has limited capabilities to end Somali piracy ... 7 hours age
» www.afrik-news.com

— The secret Somalia anti-piracy force | FP Passport &
&0 un - named Muslim country is funding the creation of a well - armed and privately trained militia force in Somalia ' s north to
fight piracy, the AP reports today . And behind the scenes consulting are the George W . Bush administration ' s former ambassador
at large for war crimes , Pierre Pros.. 7 hours = blog.foreignpolicy.com

UN official glad about new Somali force but wary | The Daily Caller - Breaking News, Opinion, &
Research, and Entertainment
..Pierre Prosper , a former U . S . ambassador - at - large for war crimes issues , earlier told AP he is being paid by a Muslim nation
he declined to identify to be a legal adviser to the Somali government on the project . He said Saracen International is the contractor
that is being paid by the unna... 7 hours ago » dailycaller.com

Alshahid Network = US officials: Puntland hires anti-piracy security firm e
..Washington ( Alshahid } — Somalia ' s semi autonomous state of Puntland has hired a private security firm to fight piracy but
Washmgton is concerned about the program ' s funding , aims and scope , AFP news agency quoted Pentagon spokeswoman Friday
] o = gnglish.alshahid.net
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A few days later, on December 13, 2010, mergeflow.stream automatically identified
»Saracen International” as a potentially interesting topic. The screenshot below
shows that Saracen International is the organization building up the Puntland pri-
vate army. Note that the system did not , know" that Saracen International exists.
This shows that mergeflow.stream can help identify ,,unknown unknowns": informa-
tion that is potentially relevant but that one did not know might exist.
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|
we== Terror Free Somalia Foundation: Salim Saleh’s Saracen training militia in Somalia B J:
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Daily Digest News For East African Community Issues Concerning Human Rights, Terrorism, piracy, De:
Diaspora & Home. News, Analysis & Articles
- 1,000-man militia being trained in north Somalia By: KATHARINE HOURELD |

Oodweynenews.com
, o
.The Islamist militants led by Mohamed Said Atom have clashed with government forces several times this year . A March report! Salim Saleh's Saracen training militia in Somalia
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Our main conclusions were:

e Other countries most associated with or affected by Yemen country risk include
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Somalia, and Sudan.

o mergeflow.stream automatically identified the following specific current risk
topic threads associated with Yemen : (1) expected extreme water shortage in
Yemen, and (2) Saracen International builds up a private anti-piracy army in
Somalia; this is associated with suspected arms trafficking through / from Ye-
men.

e The above-mentioned specific risk topic threads were identified by the system

automatically, without any specific instruction to the system.
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