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In order to assess country risk for Yemen, we used our software mergeflow.stream to mo-

nitor the following risk factors in publicly available news feeds (each factor particularly 

with respect to Yemen): 

 proliferation and arms trafficking 

 infrastructure 

 terrorism 

 corruption 

 Hamas 

 pirates 

 

Among others, mergeflow.stream automatically identified the following specific risk topic 

threads for Yemen: 

 extreme water shortage expected in 2025 

 Saracen International builds up a private anti-piracy army in Somalia; this is associated 

with suspected arms trafficking through / from Yemen. 

(map source: Wikipedia) 
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1. Our goals 

For our analysis of Yemen country risk, we had the following goals: 

 What other countries are most associated with or affected by Yemen country 

risk? 

 What are specific current risk topic threads associated with Yemen? 

2. Our method and data 

In order to address our question, we used mergeflow.stream, our software for ana-

lyzing news streams. 

 

We set up news search feeds from a range of publicly available search engines, in-

cluding Google, Bing, Yahoo, and Icerocket.  The search feeds covered the following 

risk factors: 

 proliferation and arms trafficking 

 infrastructure 

 terrorism 

 corruption 

 Hamas 

 pirates 

 

We analyzed news data from November 2010 until 10 December 2010. 
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3. Our results 

mergeflow.stream can automatically assign news events to countries in which they 

take place.  The screenshots from mergeflow.stream below show the countries 

most associated with or affected by Yemen country risk.  The green sparklines besi-

des the tag clouds show news volume over the second week of December.  The in-

crease toward the end is due to WikiLeaks-related news.  The size of the keywords 

reflects news volume (bigger font = more news). 

Other countries 

Iran Afghanistan 

Israel Somalia 

Iraq Sudan 
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In news on Yemeni infrastructure, mergeflow.stream automatically identified 

„water“ as one relevant topic.  The screenshots from mergeflow.stream below show 

news on an expected water shortage in Yemen: 

Specific current risk topic threads 

Expected water shortage 
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From news on pirates in Yemen, mergeflow.stream automatically identified „private 

army in Puntland“ as potentially relevant topic (see screenshots below).  Note that 

the system was not explicitly tuned to look for this topic, just like it was not explicit-

ly tuned to look for „water“ as potentially relevant in infrastructure news. 

Arms trafficking, private anti-piracy army buildup in Somalia 

..

Associated with 

the private army 

buildup: arms traf-

ficking through / 

from Yemen. 
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In order to pursue this further, we added other search feeds to mergeflow.stream, 

searching for news related to the Puntland anti-piracy army.  The screenshot from 

mergeflow.stream below shows initial results from a simple Google Blogsearch feed 

that we added.  Shown are documents from this feed that mergeflow.stream auto-

matically tagged with „Somalia“:  
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A few days later, on December 13, 2010, mergeflow.stream automatically identified 

„Saracen International“ as a potentially interesting topic.  The screenshot below 

shows that Saracen International is the organization building up the Puntland pri-

vate army.  Note that the system did not „know“ that Saracen International exists.  

This shows that mergeflow.stream can help identify „unknown unknowns“: informa-

tion that is potentially relevant but that one did not know might exist. 
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4. Our conclusions 

Our main conclusions were: 

 Other countries most associated with or affected by Yemen country risk include 

Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Somalia, and Sudan. 

 mergeflow.stream automatically identified the following specific current risk 

topic threads associated with Yemen : (1) expected extreme water shortage in 

Yemen, and (2) Saracen International builds up a private anti-piracy army in 

Somalia; this is associated with suspected arms trafficking through / from Ye-

men. 

 The above-mentioned specific risk topic threads were identified by the system 

automatically, without any specific instruction to the system. 



 

5. Contact information 

9 

mergeflow AG 
Bülowstr. 27 
München 
Germany 
 
Phone: ++49 (0)89 43 7777 94-0 
Fax: ++49 (0)89 43 7777 94-99 
Email: info@mergeflow.com 
WWW:  www.mergeflow.com 


